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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  4,294 

Estimated  Population  ...  15,430 

Rateable  Value  £81,246 

General  Rate  for  1948  17/4d. 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate £318 

Total  Debt  for  all  Purposes  £327,057 

Total  Debt  for  Housing  only  £290,437 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  4181 

New  Houses  erected  in  1948  : 

{a)  Private  23 

(b)  Council  64 

Number  of  Births  Registered 

(Boys  125  ; Girls  149)  274 

Number  of  Illegitimate  Births  Registered 

(Boys  6 ; Girls  7)  13 

StiU  Births  : Males  1,  Females  1 2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : Boys  5 Girls  3 8 

Total  Number  of  Deaths  : Males  86,  Females  74  140 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  10.4 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  Births  29.197 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  17.76 


Riversdale, 

HELPER. 

June,  1949. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Helper  Urban  District  Council. 

Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st.  1948,  and  this  is  my  28th.  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  district. 

The  year  was  notable  because  of  the  changes  brought  about 
by  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946,  as  a result  of  which  the 
County  Council  became  the  Local  Health  Authority  from  July  5th. 
1948. 

From  a health  point  of  view  the  year  was  very  good.  A 
Death  rate  of  10.4  was  recorded,  which  is  slightly  less  than  the 
average  for  England  and  Wales.  The  Birth  rate  showed  a large 
decrease,  being  17.8  as  compared  with  22.3  in  1947. 

Only  five  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  this 
being  three  less  than  in  1947.  Four  deaths  occurred  from  this 
disease. 

Although  26  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  41  cases  of  Measles 
were  notified  neither  outbreak  became  serious  and  most  of  the 
Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  of  a mild  type. 

Seventy-one  children  were  immunised  at  the  Clinic,  Field  Lane, 
before  July  5th.,  from  which  date  this  very  important  work  has 
been  done  by  the  private  Medical  Practitioners. 

The  supply  of  water  from  the  Council’s  waterworks  has  been 
satisfactory  in  both  quantity  and  quality,  but  conversion  of  pail 
closets  in  parts  of  the  Milford  area  has  been  held  up  because  of 
insufficient  water  pressure.  Water  to  this  part  of  our  district  is 
supplied  by  the  Belper  Rural  District  Council. 

Eight  Bacteriological  and  four  Chemical  samples  were  taken 
and  submitted  for  analysis  and  all  gave  satisfactory  results. 

Four  thousand,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  houses  with  a 
population  of  fifteen  thousand,  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  are 
supplied  with  water  from  the  public  water  mains  direct  to  the 
houses,  whilst  forty  houses  with  a population  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-seven  are  served  by  stand  pipes  connected  to  the  public  water 
mains. 

The  proposed  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Chevin,  Farnah  Green 
and  Blackbrook  areas  has  still  not  materialised.  This  long  overdue 
improvement  will  enable  the  conversion  of  many  pail  closets  and 
the  abolition  of  cesspools  to  be  carried  out,  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped 
that  the  scheme  will  be  commenced  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

Up  to  December  31st.  the  Council  had  completed  two  hundred 
and  two  post-war  houses,  but  many  more  will  be  needed  to  give 
each  family  in  Belper  a separate  house  and  to  abate  overcrowding. 


When  circumstances  allow  there  are  also  many  houses  which  will 
have  to  be  placed  in  clearance  areas,  and  further  houses 
will  be  required  to  rehouse  the  displaced  persons. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Clerk  and  other  officials  for  the  help  and 
co-operation  received  during  the  year. 

I remain.  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

RICHARD  C.  ALLEN. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  various 
notifiable  diseases  during  the  past  seven  years. 


1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

13 

7 

6 

8 

5 

8 

5 

Non-Pulmonary 

6 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

4 

Scarlet  Fever  

80 

32 

33 

25 

12 

11 

26 

Diphtheria  

3 

2 

3 

1 

2 

— 

2 

Pneumonia  

2 

1 

5 

4 

1 

— 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

, 

Measles  

197 

42 

5 

58 

17 

24 

41 

Whooping-Cough 

4 

8 

5 

26 

7 

— 

— 

Erysip>elas 

6 

4 

3 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Totals 

311 

99 

61 

128 

47 

45 

79 

During  the  year  160  persons  died — 86  males  and  74  females, 
an  increase  of  18  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  10  more 
than  in  1946.  The  death  rate  was  10.4  compared  with  9.42  in  1947 
and  10.24  in  1946. 


The  following  tables  give  the  causes  of  death  registered  during 
1948. 

M.  F. 

3 1 

1 — 

1 — 

21  7 

— 1 

5 16 

25  20 

4 1 

3 1 

— 3 

1 — 

1 — 

— 1 

3 3 

— 2 

— 1 

3 1 

2 1 

1 1 

— 1 

1 2 

11  11 

86  74 

Live  births  registered  during  the  year  totalled  274,  boys  125, 
girls  149.  This  total  is  a decrease  of  62  over  the  previous  year  and 
22  less  than  in  1946.  The  birth  rate  was  17.76  as  against  22.3  in 
1947  and  20.2  in  1946.  There  were  2 still  births — a decrease  of 
3 and  13  illegitimate  births,  which  is  an  increase  of  2. 

CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  AT  VARYING 
AGES  DURING  1948. 

Under 

1 yr.  1 2 3 4*  5 10  15  20  35  45  60  Ttl. 


Scarlet  Fever 115  7 — 1 2 — — 26 

Measles  26546  15  3 — — — — — 41 

Erysipelas  — — — — — — — 

Diphtheria  1 — — — — 1 2 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis — 1 1 1 1 1 5 

N on-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 1 — 2 — 1 — 4 

Pneumonia — — — — 1 — 1 


26547  30  12  1 4 3 3 2 79 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Syphilitic  Diseases 

Acute  Polio  Myelitis  and  Encephalitis 

Cancer  

Diabetes  

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

Heart  Diseases  

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  

Appendicitis  

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

Nephritis  

Maternal  Causes  

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Debility  

Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accident  

Other  Violent  Causes 

All  Other  Causes  

Totals 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
Of  The 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st. 
December,  1948,  I beg  to  remind  you  that  I commenced  duties  as 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  only  three  weeks  before  the  end  of  the  year, 
so  that  this  Report  is  one  based  almost  entirely  upon  the  work  done 
by  my  predecessor. 

If  this  Report  should  not  attain  the  standard  of  previous  years 
it  is  because  of  the  obvious  difficulty  of  reporting  upon  events 
which  occurred  before  I arrived,  and  I am  not  in  a position  to 
enlarge  upon  the  statistical  records  from  which  I have  compiled 
this  Report. 

It  appears  that  a considerable  amount  of  work  was  done  in 
the  ordinary  routine  jobs  such  as  obtaining  essential  repairs  to 
property,  conversion  of  pail  closets  to  the  water  carriage  system, 
provision  or  renewal  of  dustbins  etc.  The  importance  of  these 
everyday  duties  is  often  not  appreciated,  but  it  is  becoming  more 
than  ever  apparent  that  as  the  rate  of  building  new  houses  is  not 
likely  to  meet  with  our  needs  for  many  years  to  come,  more  atten- 
tion will  have  to  be  given  to  the  repair  and  reconditioning  of  existing 
houses. 

During  1948,  eighty-seven  houses  were  completed,  of  which 
sixty-four  were  Council  Houses.  This  brings  the  total  number  of 
houses  in  the  district  to  four  thousand,  one  hundred  and  eighty-one. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  five  hundred  and  fifty  applications  for 
houses  were  on  the  register,  so  that  at  the  present  rate  of  building 
it  would  take  about  ten  years  to  satisfy  all  the  applicants,  not 
taking  into  account  the  number  of  new  applications  which  are 
continually  being  received. 

Two  thousand  and  sixty-eight  inspections  and  revisits  were 
made  during  the  year  to  all  types  of  premises. 

Two  Statutory,  and  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  Preliminary 
Notices  were  served ; and  with  the  exception  of  twenty-eight 
Preliminary  Notices  served  during  the  last  month  of  the  year,  all 
were  complied  with. 

As  a result  of  these  Notices  the  following  defects  were  remedied. 


DEFECTS  REMEDIED  DURING  1948. 


Conversion  of  pail  closets  into  water-closets  37 

Conversion  of  tippler  closets  into  water-closets  1 

Renewal  of  Dustbins  262 

New  Windows  ....  16 

Repairs  to  plasterwork 52 

Choked  Drains  47 

Repairs  to  defective  closets  59 

Roof  repairs  63 

New  firegrates  21 

Renewal  of  spouting  ...  11 

Houses  pebble-dashed  to  abate  dampness  3 

New  doors  3 

Repairs  to  firegrates  18 

Repairs  to  windows  6 

New  sinks  4 


Total  603 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

At  the  end  of  1948  Ihere  were  three  thousand,  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-two  water-closets ; two  hundred  and  fifty-five  pail 
closets  ; thirty-one  privies,  and  sixty-eight  tippler  and  other  types. 
I think  it  well  worth  recording  that  during  the  year  thirty-seven 
pail  and  one  tippler  closets  were  converted  to  the  water  carriage 
system. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

A weekly  collection  of  refuse  was  operated  and  during  the  year 
it  is  estimated  that  four  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight 
tons  of  refuse  were  collected.  Disposal  was  by  means  of  controlled 
tipping. 

Notices  were  served  for  the  renewal  of  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  dustbins,  all  of  which  were  complied  with. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  of  water  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

Samples  were  submitted  for  Bacteriological  and  Chemical 
examination  and  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  thirteen  yards  of  three  inch 
diameter  and  twenty-seven  yards  of  two-inch  diameter  mains  were 
laid. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODSTUFFS. 

Regular  inspections  were  made  at  all  classes  of  food  premises, 
and  the  following  articles  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  — 


Meat 

308  lbs. 

Bacon 

28  „ 

Sweephat  Compound 

19  „ 

Tongue 

7 „ 

Jam 

29  „ 

Porkam 

2 tins 

Tomato  Juice 

48  „ 

Fruit 

26  „ 

Peas 

48  „ 

Mixed  vegetables 

3 „ 

Meat  Lunch 

2 „ 

Cheese  

2|  lbs. 

Cake  

28  „ 

Turnips  

2 tins 

Mussels 

13  „ 

Milk  

40  „ 

Butter  

9 lbs. 

Cornflakes  

7 packets 

Fish 

3 tins 

Beans  

85  „ i 

Carrots 

53  „ 

Soup 

9 „ 

Fish  Roes 

364  lbs. 

Syrup  

16  tins 

Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  premises  where  ice-cream 
is  manufactured.  When  new  plant,  which  has  been  on  order  for 
some  time,  arrives,  all  the  premises  will  be  equipped  so  as  to  comply 
with  the  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations. 

Altogether  seventy  visits  were  made  to  food  premises. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

One  farmer  in  the  district  is  producing  Tuberculin-Tested 
Milk,  and  ten  farmers  are  producing  Accredited  Milk. 

Seven  Dealers’  and  two  Supplementary  Licences  were  issued 
for  the  sale  of  designated  milk. 

The  pasteurisation  plant  in  the  district  was  frequently  inspected 
and  gave  no  grounds  for  complaint. 

The  plant  is  in  duplicate  so  that  designated  and  undesignated 
milk  are  kept  completely  separate  throughout  the  treatment. 

Forty-five  visits  were  made  to  farms  and  dairies  to  ensure 
that  limewashing  etc.  was  carried  out  at  the  required  times. 


KNACKERS  YARD 

, Frequent  visits  were  made  to  the  one  licensed  Knackers  Yard 
in  the  district.  The  business  was  conducted  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE 

There  is  one  registered  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  district. 
The  premises  were  inspected  at  least  once  per  month  and  found 
to  be  in  order. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1948. 

Fifty  visits  were  made  to  factories,  as  a result  of  which  four 
notices  were  served  to  remedy  defective  Sanitary  Conveniences. 
These  were  complied  with. 

Outwork  was  carried  out  at  fifty  houses.  These  were  all 
inspected  and  the  premises  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  specialised  rodent 
control  operations  during  the  year,  but  I understand  that  the 
refuse  tip  was  treated  several  times.  (Early  in  1949  the  Council 
appointed  a full-time  Rodent  Operator). 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  at  twenty-eight  houses  after 
infectious  disease  cases  had  either  been  removed  to  hospital  or 
after  recovery  when  treated  at  home. 

Books  were  destroyed  in  the  case  of  scarlet  fever  or  diphtheria, 
and  disinfected  in  the  case  of  other  diseases. 

In  conclusion,  may  I thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Staff  for  the  welcome  manner  in  which  I was  greeted 
on  commencing  duties. 

JAMES  BAILEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


